
MINUIES

of the

COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl

May 8, 2020

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl, STATE OF
HAWAII. WAS HELD ONLINE ONLY VIA BLUEJEANS, ON FRIDAY. MAY 8. 2020,
BEGINNING AT 9:06 A.M.. WITH CHAIR ALICE L. LEE PRESIDING.

COUNCIL CHAIR ALICE L. LEE: Will the Maul County Council meeting please come to order.

Mr. Clerk, roll call.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: COUNCILMEMBERS G. RIKI HOKAMA. NATALIE A. KAMA.
KELLY T. KING. MICHAEL J. MOLINA. TAMARA A.M. PALTIN,
SHANE M. SINENCI, YUKI LEI K. SUGIMURA,
VICE-CHAIR KEANI N.W. RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ AND

CHAIR ALICE L. LEE.

CHAIR LEE: And so. I have a new greeting for you. my colleagues. And it is good morning
in Eskimo; ullaakkut. ullaakkut.

Okay. We have a full calendar this morning. And we have a quorum; all Members
present.

Opening remarks will be provided by Shane Sinenci. Councilmember.

OPENING REMARKS

The opening remarks were offered by Councilmember Shane Sinenci.

CHAIR LEE: That was very beautiful. Member Sinenci. Okay, I'll ask anyone who would like
to join me in citing the, reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Members of the Council rose and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Before we proceed with today's agenda, may I please request that
everyone silence their cellphones or other noisemaking devices. Decorum shall be
maintained at all times.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, proceeding with the presentation of testimony on
agenda items. Members of the public may testify by connecting to the Council's online
meeting by phone or videoconference through the information posted on today's
agenda.

Individuals connected to the Council's online meeting will be called on to testify. If you
do not intend to testify, you can watch the meeting on Akaku Channel 53 or on
mauicounty.us. Testimony is limited to the items listed on today's agenda.

When testifying, please state your name and the name of any organization you
represent, as well as the items on which you will be testifying. Please also identify to
the Council if you are a paid lobbyist.

Madam Chair, the first person we have signed up to testify is Bryan Kortis, to be
followed by Martin Frye.

CHAIR LEE: Bryan, before you begin, I just would like to welcome all of our testifiers, but
remind, remind you, I know many people are going to testify on the issue of the feral
cats or feral animals. This item is going to be referred to Committee, and at that time,
that's the time you probably would like to provide more testimony because we're not
taking any action on that item today. And so, we would appreciate it if you just keep
your comments brief this morning, because we're not taking any action.

And also, we probably have received more testimony on this item than any item in the
history of Maui County. So, you can just imagine how many people are very concerned
about this issue. So, with that, Bryan, we welcome you and say good morning.
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PRESENTATION OF WRITTEN OR ORAL TESTIMONY

MR. BRYAN KORTIS. HUMANE SOCIETY OF THE UNITED STATES AND

NEIGHBORHOOD CATS (testifying on County Communication 20-268):

Good morning, Chair Lee. And thank you so much for the opportunity to speak. I, I
did want to point out that by referring the matter to the Committee, you are taking
action. And just the fact that you'll be considering this issue I think it's going to create
a tremendous amount of controversy, especially since it's going to a Committee that
has shown a certain bias in favor of the conservation committee and against the people
who are working with the cats.

So, I'm going to recommend, I have a few comments about this, but my
recommendation is that you defer this matter and not refer it to Committee. I think this
is a really terrible time to be dealing with something that's this divisive and this
controversial at a time, you know, we all know the pandemic is, is a major crisis that
we're all dealing with and I think this is an attempt to take advantage of that and slip
this item under the radar. So, I would really recommend that you defer this.

I'm sorry, I should start off by saying I represent the Humane Society of the United
States and Neighborhood Cats. I just want to say, because I am asking for some
action, which is deferral that this idea of feeding bans is not a new idea. It was quite
widespread about 20 years ago before the growth of spay/neuter as a way of managing
feral cats and it has never worked, especially in a community the size of Maui. It does
not reduce cat numbers.

You cannot outlaw compassion. You can't stop people who have strong bonds to these
animals from continuing to feed them. And it's highly impractical to enforce them. You
would have to have police officers or humane officers everywhere that there were cats.
And it's, for these reasons it doesn't help. Whatever the goal is, if the goal is to reduce
the number of cats, this does not work. What you end up doing is you end up
criminalizing the behavior of thousands of Maui residents and visitors, and increasing
community conflict. I'm sure you'll see both sides of this issue in the testimony that
was submitted, and that evidence is what controversial and full of conflict issue this is.

So, this policy of feeding bans has been recognized for years and years as a complete
failure. The current policy that Maui Humane Society is pursuing of spay/neutering
these cats has been implemented for the last few years and has shown a tremendous
amount of progress.
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So, I also, as I say, I think that just the fact that the Council, through Committee, will
be considering a complete feeding ban of all feral animals is going to draw a high
amount of negative attention to Maui County at this time. They're not going to
understand that it's just a procedural thing. They're going to think that, wow, you, you
know, the Council is actually thinking about doing that. So, with all due respect to the
Councilmembers, I would ask that you defer this action and not refer it to Committee.
Thank you so much.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. I'm, I'll ask if Members have questions for clarification. But I also
want to tell you there are 48 more testifiers. No questions? Well, thank you very much,
Bryan.

MR. KORTIS: Okay. Thank you.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Chair, the next person signed up to testify is Martin Frye. To be
followed by the individual calling from the phone number ending with these last four
digits, 8084.

MR. MARTIN FRYE. MAUI NUI SEABIRD RECOVERY PROJECT (testifvina on Countv

Communication No. 20-268):

Aloha, Chair Lee and Members of the Council. Good morning. I hope that you can all
hear me.

CHAIR LEE: Yes, we can. Thank you.

MR. FRYE: I am, I'm calling from Kokomo today and I would like to submit testimony on the
proposal for the prohibition on feeding of feral animals in Maui County. And I work for
the Maui Nui Seabird Recovery Project, which is a nonprofit organization affiliated with
the State and the University of Hawaii at Manoa concerned with the conservation of
native seabirds.

As a Maui resident and wildlife professional and scientist, I strongly support the bill and
thank you for taking this to Committee. I don't want to take anyone's, I don't want to
take away from other people's time, but I do want to note that cats are pets and should
be regulated as such. Pets should be kept indoors or contained on private property,
where their owners can care for them and enjoy their company. Once a pet leaves the
direct supervision of its owner, it has the ability to negatively impact the community and
the environment. The practice of feeding stray animals like cats encourages people to
think of them as theirs while otherwise they do not act as responsible animal owners.
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People protest that it's inhumane to not feed feral animals, but wildlife professionals
believe the opposite. And we also strongly protest the assertion, the concept of
community cats as it has no validity. There's no other domesticated animal, feral or
not, that enjoys that kind of classification. And anyway, if it's true that the residents of
Maui County collectively own the unowned community cats that are roaming free in the
landscape, then it follows that we are all responsible when those animals kill federally
endangered wildlife.

But thank you for taking this agenda item to Committee. And thank you for taking into
consideration any subsequent, informed deliberation on how to ensure that feral
animals are not artificially subsidized by people who claim partial ownership, but do
not accept or understand the consequences of their actions on native wildlife, on
people, and on the rest of the environment. Mahalo.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Thank you, Martin. Appreciate your testimony.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next person we have signed up to testify is the individual
connected to the meeting from this phone number, ending with these last four digits,
8084. To be followed by the individual connected to the meeting under the name Jay.
8084.

Okay. The next person to testify is the individual connected to the meeting with the
name Jay. To be followed by Lisa Darcy.

MR. JAY PENNIMAN. MAUI NUI SEABIRD RECOVERY PROJECT (testifvina on Countv

Communication No. 20-268):

Aloha, Chair Lee and Members of the County Council. I-

CHAIR LEE: Hi. Could you speak a little louder, please? Little louder.

MR. PENNIMAN: A little louder, closer in?

CHAIR LEE: Yea, perfect.

MR. PENNIMAN: Aloha, Chair Lee, Members of the County Council. I'm Jay Penniman,
Manager of the Maui Nui Seabird Recovery Project. I'm writing in support of the bill for
an ordinance to amend the County Council Code, Chapter 6.04.040, relating to feeding
of feral animals. The proposed amendment adding a new definition reading:
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"Feral animal means any animal existing in a wild or untamed state or any animal
having returned to an untamed state from domestication", is appropriate and important
to be included in the County Code.

A point of clarification may improve the definition if "non-native" were inserted before
the second use of animal in the sentence. I am sure you do not intend to include our
native wildlife in the definition of feral animal.

The new section amending Chapter 6.04 reading, "Feeding of feral animals prohibited.
No person may feed or deliberately introduce food material, substance, or attractant
directly to, or in the vicinity of, any feral animal" is a positive step toward addressing
the proliferate, proliferation of feral animals at large on our islands.

I have addressed the Council many times over the years about the detrimental impacts
of feral mammals and birds on our native wildlife and human health. Thank you for
taking this initial step toward improving the quality of life in the islands for residents,
visitors, and native wildlife.

Please consider including enforcement requirements as well to ensure compliance.

And I would like to state that none of us who work in the project that I run or other
conservation actions are cat haters. Cats are great animals. They are most healthy
and beneficial if they are kept in the house. They should be treated as pets no
differently than dogs. Thank you very much. Mahalo nui loa.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Jay. No questions.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next person we have signed up to testify is Lisa Darcy. To
be followed by Brian Mauser.

MS. LISA DARCY (testifvina on Countv Communication No. 20-258):

Good morning, all. Nice to see you. Thank you so much for this opportunity. I would
like to testify on item number 20-258, Councilmember King, transmitting a proposal for
a resolution "URGING THE MAYOR TO PROVIDE EMERGENCY FUNDS AND
AUTHORIZING COUNCILMEMBERS TO EXPEND FUNDS FOR HOMELESS
SERVICES RELATED TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC".
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I think this is a wonderful opportunity for a nimble response and a lot of creativity that
could happen amongst community members and nonprofits that have been serving the
unmet needs of the many unsheltered with our, that our, the fact that our shelters are
continually full most of the time. There are so many that are in need right now.

This is a wonderful opportunity to be really creative and support individuals and groups
that are and have been serving continuously through this pandemic. So, I would like
to thank Councilmember King, and Lee, and all of you for considering this. And
knowing that any support will go directly and expeditiously to those in need. So, thank
you so much for this opportunity.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Lisa. Questions? If not, Mr. Clerk. Thank you, Lisa.

MS. DARCY: I just, I'm also representing-

CHAIRLEE: Yes?

MS. DARCY: -Share Your Mana. Apologies.

CHAIR LEE: Oh, you have another item?

MS. DARCY: The nonprofit Share Your Mana.

CHAIR LEE: Oh, I see. You're, okay.

MS. DARCY: Yea, just to clarify.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you for that clarification.

MS. DARCY: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Yea. Thanks.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next person we have signed up to testify is Brian Hauser.
To be followed by Arianna Feinberg. Brian Hauser.

CHAIR LEE: Did we lose him, Mr. Clerk? Is he still showing?

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Mr. Hauser-
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MR. BRIAN MAUSER (testifvina on County Communication No. 20-268):

Aloha-

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Oh there. Okay.

MR. MAUSER: Aloha. Good morning, Chair Lee and Councilmembers. I'm here to testify as
a community member in support of the ban on feeding animals. I feel that it makes for
unsanitary conditions. And it also, you know, feeding cats bring other animals like
chickens and roosters, and which cause general nuisance. And so, I just want to testify
in support. I don't want to take up any more time. I didn't realize that so many people
would be testifying. Mahalo. Thank you for the opportunity.

CHAIR LEE: And thank you, Brian.

Okay. Next testifier. Arianna.

MS. ARIANNA FEINBERG (testifvina on County Communication No. 20-268):

Hello. Hi. My name is Arianna Feinberg. I'm calling from Olinda, Maui. This is my
son, Theo. He's five months old. He just happened to just wake up. But anyways I'm
speaking from the perspective of a recently pregnant person on the matter on, I can't
remember the number, but on the prohibition of feral cat feeding.

There were many times when I was pregnant that I would go to Kanaha or Makena
Landing and it would just be, like, there would be people feeding the cats. And it would
just be teeming with cats everywhere; didn't feel comfortable playing on the, on the
ground with my friend's toddler, because it just seemed like there would be cat feces.
So, anyways, I just had a hard time enjoying our public spaces because there were so
many, like, a congregation of so many cats and there were people actively feeding
them there.

And I don't know if you know, but cats, they, they carry a parasite; toxoplasmosis. And
if you get that when you're pregnant, it can cause miscarriage. If passed onto your
baby, blindness and mental or different brain issues. So, anyways, I'm very thankful
that didn't happen. But it's just, just doesn't seem right that it'd be hard for me to enjoy
our public spaces while pregnant. And I hope that no one, that doesn't happen to
anyone on Maul. So, anyways, thank you for bringing this up and I support the, the
change.
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CHAIR LEE: Thank you. What's your baby's name?

MS. FEINBERG: This is Theo.

CHAIR LEE: Oh, Theo. Okay. Thank you. Appreciate your testimony.

Mr. Clerk, next.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, the next person signed up to testify is the
individual connected to the meeting under the name Lori. To be followed by Brian
Berkowitz. Lori.

Okay. The next person signed up to-

MS. LORI DE CRINIS (testifying on Countv Communication No. 20-268):

Yes, I'm, I'm here. I didn't know if I was supposed to unmute myself or not. Okay.
Thank you. Good morning and thank you. Council, for allowing us to speak. My name
is Dr. Lori de Crinis and I am a resident of Kula. And my profession is that of a behavior
analyst, where we utilize evidence space and data informed decision-making to guide
our work. And, and that is what I'm asking here as well.

The spay and neuter programs from the Humane Society have years of research to
show that it works, and not so with feeding bans. It just seems very cruel on top of
being ineffective. And I wonder about the enforcement of that. Compassion will
continue, feeding will continue. What is the practicality in, of enforcing this proposition?
Cats are going to get hungry. They're going to move in closer to us.

I perfectly understand the last testimony of pregnancy and being concerned about that.
But this is going to be very public. And when the hungry cats move in closer to us, it's,
it's going to be a thing where videos are going to start pouring in. Maui will receive the
international black eye. And people will wonder, how can we allow this to go on? We
have aloha for the aina as expressed by our attitudes of respect and returning gifts to
the land, beautifying it, and using it properly.

And I don't feel that it's in our best interest to tout how we love the aina and the

inhabitants, while we stand aside, and watch animals starve that we have been
previously feeding. Our children are watching as well, and the rest of the world. I don't
want us to add to the divisiveness that our society has seen right now. Thank you so
much for allowing me to testify. Mahalo.
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CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Dr. de Crinis. Thank you.

Next testifier.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, the next person we have signed up to testify is
Brian Berkowitz. To be followed by Sarah Haynes. Brian Berkowitz.

CHAIR LEE: Let's go to Ms. Haynes.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Sarah Haynes.

MS. SARAH HAYNES (testifying on Countv Communication No. 20-268):

Am I on?

CHAIR LEE: Yes, you are. Good morning.

MS. HAYNES: Okay. Great. Hi. I'll try not to take up too much time. I just wanted to say
I'm against the ban. I am notjusta cat lady; I love all animals equally. I don't eat them.
I  love birds. I care very much about the welfare of, of both sides. I do, I've done a lot
of research and I'm aware that feeding bans don't work.

I do believe that, you know, I feed a number of colonies and in my experience, both in
San Francisco for years and then here on Maui for the last two years, I have never
even seen a bird killed by the cats. I'm not saying it's never happened. But I personally
have never experienced it and I feed a number of colonies, including the Kanaha Beach
area that the woman with the baby just spoke about.

She probably was there around 6 p.m., but the cats hide. The cats are terrified of
people and hide in the bushes and under trailers and things, and they come out at
feeding time and you will see 20 or 30 at each location. At that time, they don't, they're
not out hunting birds, they're, they're scared and they're hiding. And they come out,
and we feed them, and then they go back into hiding. And the birds aren't out and
about overnight, and that's when the cats are out and about.

So, I just want to say that in managed colonies, that's been my experience. Now,
maybe way out in nature on a cliffside where there's a bird situation, maybe, maybe
there's . . . a sanctuary on Maui like Lanai has and that those cats . . . brought
somewhere much safer and much in a more compassionate choice. There's been two
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or three sanctuaries opened just in the last year in the Haiku area. And it's not the
answer to everything, but it's a good answer for those particular high-risk zones.

So, that said, let's see my other notes, if the cats stop being fed, I think you may see a
problem. I don't know for sure. Most of those cats are not eating by hunting. They're
eating by waiting for us to show up. But I can't even imagine what it would be like. If
that woman that, with the baby had felt like there was a million cats running around,
imagine if they weren't fed? They'd be out all day. They'd be, you know, starving. It
would be horrifying. People wouldn't know how to deal with it. I would feed them. I'd
break the law in a second to feed them, and I think everybody else would. I think it's
a, a divisive decision and I think there's got to be a way to protect the birds, and also
take care of the animals.

So, the last... say, well, the sanctuary on Lanai is a great example of a way to manage
the situations that are not currently managed, which most of these feral cat areas are
managed by highly reputable, caring people.

Lastly, I just want to say, you know, these cats are seldom born out there. These, a
lot of these cats are dumped. I happen to have a chip scanner. I chip scan them.
These are cats that are, that are either trapped in neighborhood areas by somebody
who doesn't want a cat out and dumped at the beach, or they're dumped by people
moving off the Island. And we have a real problem with that, and that should be the
focus. And there's no monitoring and, and this is something that could actually solve
much of the problem. Most of these cats I can pet, they're just very scared.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Ms. Haynes. Appreciate your testimony.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: I have a question. Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: I have a question.

CHAIR LEE: Councilmember Tamara Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you. Thank you. Chair. Thank you, Ms. Haynes. I just
was wondering, you know, since you said that the cats are out around 6:00. How many
hours a week do you spend at Kanaha?

MS. HAYNES: I go out, well, I've done different shifts, but I typically do one night a week and
I do go out there early. And in fact, the person I feed for is always telling me don't go
so early cause they'll come out. But I go early, and I just sit around and enjoy the
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beach, so I actually do see it. I get there about 3 or 4:00 and I don't feed until about
5:30, 6, depending on the time of year when the sun sets is when I feed and when the
chickens have, are gone and the people are mostly gone.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: So, I don't understand how you can say that they don't come
out at other times at Kanaha when you aren't there at those times. I mean-

MS. HAYNES: Oh, I'm there, I'm there quite a bit. I go out there all the time. In fact, the main
feeder is a windsurfer and she's out there all day every day. So, you know, I'm, I'm not
saying there's no cat ever out, but there's no congregation of cats. I've been out there
quite a bit.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Okay. I've seen congregation of cats, but thank you.

MS. HAYNES: Okay.

CHAIR LEE: Alright. Any other questions? If not, thank you, Ms. Haynes.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Chair, I have a, I have a question.

CHAIR LEE: Appreciate your testimony.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Oh, Ms. King.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Yea, I just, because, yea, I'm just curious about this. You've
talked about, you know, being responsible cat feeders. Is there anybody who's
responsible for the feces that might be left by the cats? Because I understand that, I
had that same fear when I was pregnant over 30 years ago with just cats coming in my
backyard and my kids' sandbox. So, how do we get that part under control? You guys,
are you guys dealing with that as well?

MS. HAYNES: Like I said, I'm a once a week feeder, so I'm not the primary person. I think
Laurie's going to be on the call and she can talk more about that; Laurie Pottish. But I
personally have not dealt with any feces. I don't actually see it. It, it ends up pretty far
out in the forest. Like I said, they're not really coming out to the public area until they
eat, and then they run into the bushes. That's my experience.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Okay. Thank you.
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CHAIR LEE: Any more questions? If not, thank you.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next person signed up to testify is the individual connected
to the meeting under the name Vicki. To be followed by Fern Duvall.

MS. VICKI STANTON (testifying on Countv Communication No. 20-268):

Aloha. My name is Vicki. Thanks for letting me talk, Council. I appreciate it. I'm just,
I don't really represent anyone. I, I love Maui Humane Society, but I'm a big animal
lover. And I just wanted to say helping someone else helps yourself, therefore, you're,
you're helping all of the community.

And eating under, undercooked meats, pork, lamb, or shellfish, or clam and mussels
is another more common way to get toxoplasmosis. So, if the reason to stop feeding
the cats is to elimit, eliminate them, then I believe that you would have to say that you
would have to eliminate all individuals eating any meats; pork, lamb, shellfish. If, if
that's your main concern is the toxoplasmosis then it won't be eliminated by not feeding
the cats.

I just want to just give you, there are a few beautiful cats that I feed at my, around my
home and they're not just feral cats. Let's just be honest, they are homeless. And
there's no difference between the cat in your home versus the cat outside. The only
difference is circumstance and the way society views them.

There's Marbles, his beautiful green eyes are hypnotizing. He's always up for a
challenge. Bubba, he's black, big. He's a bit broken but he's still good and he's
hanging in there; appreciates love and food. Princess, aka Squeaky, she's my baby
girl. She's feisty. She's little miss bossy. Pumpkin, he's sweet, fun and timid. Stewie,
he's got a big head but he's a true sweetheart. And Stripe, he's a, she's a sweet mama.

You're not passing the ban to, for feeding outdoor cats. You're passing a ban to stop
feeding Bubba; Marbles; Pumpkin; Princess, aka Squeaky; Patch Adams; Stewie;
Stripe; New Guy; Charcoal; Orangey. They're not just feral cats, they're, they're,
they're individuals and they, they deserve to be here as well. They're just homeless.
They're just homeless.

And there's a, this isn't the solution. The solution isn't to stop feeding them; that's cruel.
And it's also selfish because it's coming from a different island and it's just, it's just not
fair. And, and this morning it was very disheartening to hear from Martin,



Regular Meeting of the Council of the County of Maui
May 8, 2020
Page 14

Adrianna [sic], and Jay. just the, they're just, they're just, they have, it's only because
they don't have a emotional connection to any of these cats. That's why, if you just
form an emotional connection with the cats, you're going to change. And I believe this
very strongly and I thank you for listening.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Vicki, what is your last name?

MS. STANTON: It's Stanton.

CHAIR LEE: Stanton. Okay. Thank you very much.

MS. STANTON: No, thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Mr. Clerk.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Chair.

CHAIR LEE: We have a question, Vicki, from Member Rawlins-Fernandez.

Vicki, are you still there?

MS. STANTON: Yes. Yes, yes, I am, yes.

CHAIR LEE: Okay.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Aloha. Mahalo for your testimony this morning. I
understand your emotional connection to the cats. Is there a reason that you don't
take the cats home with you?

MS. STANTON: Well, I obviously did think about that. I do currently have two cats and a
dog. They, to be honest, they enjoy being outside. They enjoy the freedom. We did
bring them in a couple times. It's not off the table, you know. But I do live in a one-
bedroom apartment. So, but believe me, I did, I did think about that. Perhaps when I
move out, you know. But they're well taken care of, you know. I wish it could be better.
I just, you know, adopted two cats from MHS, or, a dog and a cat from MHS. So, I get
the idea that's, that there's individual that need homes, so.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Okay. Mahalo, Ms. Stanton. Mahalo, Chair.

MS. STANTON: Thank you.
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CHAIR LEE: Alright. Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Chair. I have a question.

CHAIR LEE: Ms. Paltin. Member Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank, thank you, Chair. Thank you, Ms. Stanton for your
testimony. And you know, if you don't want to answer my question, that's fine. But I
just wanted to know if us passing a law would actually stop you from feeding them;
your, your, cats?

MS. STANTON: I don't know how to answer that, cause, I mean.

CHAIR LEE: Well, you don't have to. You don't have to answer it if you're not sure.

MS. STANTON: ... it sounds like I'm, I, I don't, I don't know what to say. That's, I don't know.
I mean, I-

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Okay. Thank you.

MS. STANTON: I, I don't even, I don't even know, you know?

CHAIR LEE: Take the fifth. Okay.

MS. STANTON: And . . . yea, yea.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you. Just was wondering. Thank you.

MS. STANTON: Alright. Thanks.

CHAIR LEE: Alright. Thank you, Vicki.

MS. STANTON: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Mr. Clerk, next. Bye.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next person signed up to testify is Fern Duvall. To be
followed by Brian Berkowitz. And we just want to remind all testifiers to please
introduce yourself by your first and last name before proceeding with your testimony.
Thank you.
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MR. FERN DUVALL. STATE OF HAWAII. DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL

RESOURCES (testifying on County Communication No. 20-286):

Hello. This is Fern Duvall. Can you hear me?

CHAIR LEE: Yes. Thank you.

MR. DUVALL: Okay. I have trouble with my video, so it's, it's not working. So, I'll just, I'll just
testify. Thank you. This is Fern Duvall. I am the program manager for the Native
Ecosystems Protection and Management section of Maui Division of Forestry and
Wildlife. And that's part of the Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources.

It is my section's expressed function to hold in trust, and be the best possible stewards
for the unique and wonderful negative ecosystems, and unique native Hawaiian
species of Maui Nui. I've been doing such management and oversight since 1984 for
the Division. Our, our Division has also submitted testimony separately yesterday,
written. Too much of my work has been management of the negative impacts of feral
non-native species on Hawaiian species of wildlife of Maui, Molokai, and Lanai.

In my tenure and work, my staff and I have continually witnessed, and witnessed
frequently, devastating significant impacts of free-ranging cats on Maui's native water
birds, forest birds, and seabirds. Free-ranging cats are documented predators of the
native wildlife on land, and pose dangers for our coastal oceans and pose further
dangers in generating toxoplasmosis infections to them, to us, and to our children.

Cats in the landscape are a huge numerous problem island wide. I'm reminded of a
recent University of Hawaii survey which determined over 85 percent of all residents
that they asked wanted to see less cats on the landscape. Maintaining presence of
cats on the landscape, which feeding of them by people ensures, also ensures that
Maui's people, the native wildlife, and yes, even the cats themselves are threatened.

I would hope the ordinance in question will not only prohibit the feeding of native wild,
of native, of non-native cats on Maui Nui, but will also require that the County cats be
registered, microchipped for identification purposes whenever that is needed. Thank
you very much.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Fern. Any questions?

If not, may we have the next testifier, please?

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next person signed up to testify is Brian Berkowitz. To be
followed by Laurie Pottish.




